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All schools will have a similar approach to meeting the needs of pupils with Special Educational Needs (SEN) and 
are supported by their Multi Academy Trust (MAT) and Local Authority to ensure that all pupils, regardless of their 
specific needs, make the best possible progress within school. All schools are supported to be inclusive and meet 

the needs of pupils with Special Educational needs. 

At Marlborough Primary Academy, we embrace the fact that every child is different, and therefore, the 
educational needs of every child are different, this is certainly the case for children with Special Educational 
Needs. At Marlborough Primary Academy, we pride ourselves on our support of SEN children and ensure that ALL 
children, regardless of their needs, are treated equally and are fully included in activities throughout the day.



Special Educational Needs- Frequently asked Questions 

Please click on a question to read more. 

1. What does SEN mean?
2. Who are the best people to talk to in this school if I think my child may have a Special Educational Need? 
3. How does the school identify a Special Educational Need? 
4. How does the school support children with a Special Educational Need? 
5. What training and specialist expertise do the staff at Marlborough Primary have around SEN? 
6. What further external support can the school access to support children and their families? 
7. How are parents/carers and children supported to share their views and concerns, and work alongside the 

school? 
8. How does the school support children and their families when they join our Foundation Class and when they 

leave to join Secondary School? 
9. Iƻǿ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΚ 
10.²ƘŜǊŜ Ŏŀƴ L ŦƛƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻŎŀƭ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ Ψ[ƻŎŀƭ hŦŦŜǊΩΚ 
11.Back To Title Page



What Does SEN Mean? 

Special Educational Needs (SEN) is a term that is used to describe pupils who have needs over and above those 
that can be met by quality first teaching in the classroom. These needs may be within speech and language; 
cognition and learning; social and communication difficulties; or emotional and behavioural difficulties. They 
Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭƛŦŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ Ƙŀǎ ŜǾŜƴ 

entered school or they may come to be recognised at a specific point in their education. 

SEND is seen by our school as the child requiring provision that is additional to, or different from the rest of the 
class. For example, they may have additional needs due to dyslexia, co-ordination difficulties, number 

understanding, significant sight problems ςthe list is endless and every child is unique ςhowever a carefully 
planned approach is needed, additional to high quality class teaching in order for these children to achieve as 

well as they can.  
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Who are the best people to talk to in this school if I think my child might have a special educational need (SEN)? 

ω Class Teacher 
If you havea concernabout your child speakwith their classteacherfirst. Theywill know your child the bestandwill be able
to supportandadviseyou in the first instance,
TherearetimetabledParentEveningstwice a year,whichwill giveyou the opportunity to discussyourŎƘƛƭŘΩǎprogressandany
concernsyoumayhave.
All staff are availableto meet with parents/carersoutsideof thesemeetings. If you would like to meet with yourŎƘƛƭŘΩǎclass
teacherthen pleasespeakto them directly to organisean appropriatetime, or phonethe schooloffice on 01752567681to
arrange.

ω SpecialEducationalNeedsCoordinator(SENDCo): Mrs DawnHackworthy
Å Headteacher: Ms RSummers- Responsiblefor the day-to-daymanagementof all aspectsof the school; this includesthe

support for children with SEND. The Headteacherwill give responsibilityto the SENDCoand classteachers,but is still
responsiblefor ensuringthat yourŎƘƛƭŘΩǎneedsare met. TheHeadteachermust makesure that the GoverningBodyis
kept up to dateabout issuesrelatingto SEND.

Å ParentSupportAdvisor: Mrs DeniseSkinner - Mrs Skinnerworksfour daysa weekfor the school,supportingparentsin a
varietyof ways. If youwould like to meet with her pleasephone567681to makeanappointment.

Å SENDGovernor: Mr DavidSkinner- Responsiblefor makingsure that the necessarysupport is givenfor any child with
SENDwho attendsthe school. Tomeet regularlywith the SENDCoto discussSENDsupportin the school.
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How does the school identify that a child has a special educational need (SEND)?

Class Teachers make regular assessments of all the pupils in their class, supported by subject leaders and the 
{ŜƴƛƻǊ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ¢ŜŀƳΦ ¢ŜǊƳƭȅ tǳǇƛƭ tǊƻŦƛƭŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ŀƭƭ ǇǳǇƛƭǎΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ 

meeting the class teachers will identify any pupils who are making less than expected progress. If concern 
continues the pupil may be placed on a Cause for Concern list and be monitored carefully by the Senior 

Leadership Team, as well as the class teacher. 

Targeted interventions will then be put in place, these may be as part of a group with children with similar 
difficulties, or an individual programme being set up.

If teachers have a concern about the progress or attainment of a child, their behaviour within school or a social 
interaction difficulty they will discuss their concerns with parents. 

BACK TO TOP



How does the school support children with a Special Educational Need? 

¢ƘŜ {9b /ƻŘŜ ƻŦ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ όнлмпύ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǇƛƴƴŜŘ ōȅ ƘƛƎƘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ
ŎƻƳǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƭŜǎǎΩ όǇƎмпύΦ !ǘ aŀǊƭōƻǊƻǳƎƘ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 
children with SEN have access to outstanding lessons which are appropriately differentiated and personalised to meet the 
ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ΨŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘƻΩor
ΨŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳΩ ǘƘƛǎΦ ¢ƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǿŜ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ŎȅŎƭƛŎŀƭ ŦƻǳǊ-ǎǘŀƎŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΥ Ψ!ǎǎŜǎǎΣ tƭŀƴΣ 5ƻ ŀƴŘ wŜǾƛŜǿΩ

Assess: The class teachers and if necessary the SENCoand professionals from external agencies, assess the needs of the 
individuals.

Plan: We identify the barriers to learning, intended outcomes and plan appropriate support and intervention to meet those 
outcomes.

Do: We provide appropriate support either within the classroom or as part of a targeted intervention programme. This could 
involve the provision of a resource, a change in an approach to learning, access to technology or working with an adult. This
support is recorded on an Individual Education Plan (IEP)

Review: We evaluate the impact of the support provided and consider whether changes to the support need to be made. 
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What training or specialist expertise do school staff have around special educational needs (SEND)?

The schools INSET training, led by the SENDCo, provides training and support to enable all staff to improve the 
teaching and learning of children with SEND. This has included whole school training on SEND issues including: 
ÅAutistic Spectrum Condition 
ÅSpeech, Language and Communication needs 
ÅSupporting Literacy and Numeracy at SEND level (Precision Instruction) 
Å!ǎǎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǘ tǊŜ- key stage levels.
ÅDyslexia and Specific Learning difficulties 

Two Teaching Assistants have been trained as Emotional Literacy Support Assistants (ELSA) 

Training and support in Plymouth can be accessed from Plymouth SEND SAS (Strategic Advice & Support) the 
Educational Psychology Service, the Communication Interaction Team and the Speech and Language Service.

As well as whole school training, individual teachers and support staff attend training courses run by outside 
agencies that are relevant to the needs of specific children in their class. 
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What further external support can the school access to support children and their families?

If a child continues to make less than expected progress or has a SEN that requires more specialist support it may be 
considered to make a referral to one of the specialist services in Plymouth, after discussion with parents. 

At Marlborough, we have purchased additional Educational Psychology (EP) Service time. Our allocated school EP supports the 
SENDCoin identifying SEND and providing training for teachers and TAs.

We also buy in to additional Speech and Language therapist time from the Dame Hannah Rogers Trust. 

Other agencies we might refer a child to include: 
Å The Speech and Language Service 
Å The Communication Interaction Team ςSocial Communication and Language Teams 
Å SEND Strategic Advice and Support Plymouth (SAS) 
Å Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) 
Å Sensory Impairment support teams ςVisual and Hearing 
Å School Nurse 

Å The Plymouth Online Directory (POD) is a very useful website which contains details Primary Schools, Secondary Schools, 
Special Schools and agencies involved in supporting children and young people. 

Å School can also support parents with a referral to their GP if we feel there may be an underlying health reason for any 
SEND. 
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How are parents/carers and children supported to share their views and concerns, and work alongside the 
school? 

Å /ƭŀǎǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƻǊ ŀƴȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ 
information about what is working well at home and school, so that similar strategies can be used. 

Å All information from outside professionals will be discussed with you by the person involved directly, or where this is not 
possible, in a report. 

Å If your child has an Individual Education Plan (IEP), or a new SEND Support Plan, targets and appropriate support will be 
discussed and reviewed termly, with the class teacher and possibly the SENDCO, or other professionals involved. These 
reviews may form part of the regular Parent evening meetings or additional dates may be set. 

Å Mrs Dawn Hackworthy (SENDCoύ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƻǊ ŀƴȅ 
concerns/worries you may have. 

Å A home-school contact book may be used to support communication with you when this has been agreed to be useful for 
you and your child. 

Å For children with Education, Health and Care Plans, parents will be invited to attend their Annual Review meeting in which 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎ ƛǎ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ ƛƴ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ Ƨƻƛƴǘƭȅ ŀƎǊŜŜŘΦ 
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